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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 06588 1 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EMIN, ETRD, AS, US 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: INVESTIGATION INVOLVING AUSTRALIAN 
SAND MINING INDUSTRY 

REFS: A) CANBERRA 1996; B) STATE 27417 

1 . ANTITRUST INVESTIGATION OF MINERAL SANDS INDUSTRY 
ACTIVITY BY US COMPANIES IN AUSTRALIA IS BEING CARRIED 
ON BY FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION (FTC) NOT RPT NOT BY US 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (SEE REFTEL B ). FTC OFFICIALS HAD 
ALREADY BEEN IN TOUCH WITH AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL 
IN WASHINGTON TO EXPLAIN INVESTIGATION. 

2. IF QUERIED BY COMPANIES OR PRESS EMBASSY MAY REFER TO 
REFTEL B FOR BACKGROUND STATEMENT. AFFECTED US COMPANIES 
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SHOULD REFER TO HOME OFFICE LEGAL COUNSEL FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION. 
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